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Wellness Center opens its doors
D-I hockey plan moves forward
Students looking to better 
their health no longer have to 
make the three-block trek to 
the old Wellness Center.
The new Dragon Wellness 
Center opened April 6. 
Although the official grand 
opening isn’t until April 20-25, 
the new building managed to 
bring in thousands of students 
the first week.
“We had close to 900 stu-
dents in on the first day. This 
was crazy since the old build-
ing only brought in about 300 a 
day,” said Carol Grimm, direc-
tor of health and wellness.
The grand opening will be a 
week full of events to bring in 
students.  Events will include 
chair massages in the lobby, 
massage therapist sessions by 
appointment, blood pressure 
checks by nursing students, 
equipment orientations each 
day by different vendors, well-
ness key system demonstra-
tions and daily prizes.
There will also be a free 
three-on-three basketball tour-
nament April 24.
“We’re hoping to get the 
rock wall up and running by 
grand opening week as well. 
Our staff members have to 
go through an intense train-
ing before we can open,” said 
Marissa Parmer, fitness spe-
cialist.
The rock wall is one of the 
few things that is still not 100 
percent complete. 
“A few of the machines 
aren’t set up yet, the Smart Key 
application on the machines 
isn’t set up yet, and the side-
walks can’t be put in until the 
ground thaws,” Parmer said.
Not having sidewalks has 
been a problem for the build-
ing.
“We really encourage stu-
dents who park in the back 
to walk around on the street, 
not through the mud,” she 
said. “We’ve been hav-
ing a tough time cleaning
Getting accepted into the 
Western Collegiate Hockey 
Association is the next hurdle 
for MSUM as it pursues add-
ing men’s and women’s ice 
hockey. Athletic director Doug 
Peters said the Dragons would 
be a good geographic and eco-
nomic fit for the league.
“The WCHA doesn’t con-
sistently look to expand, and 
there are not teams within our 
region that are consistently 
looking for a home,” Peters 
said at a news conference 
Friday in the CMU. “We’ve 
thrown our hat into the ring.”
Peters said MSUM has at 
least a 50 percent chance of 
adding hockey, perhaps as 
early as the 2010-11 season. 
Both Peters and President 
Edna Szymanski said they feel 
good about their chances of 
raising funds from donors to 
start a program. 
Szymanski said it would 
cost at least $10 million to 
start the program and Peters 





CHRIS HuBER / THE AdvOCATE
doug Peters, athletic director, left, and President Edna Szymanski, right, speak about MSuM’s chance at getting a d-I hockey program 
Friday in the CMu. HOCkEy, PAgE 11
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As the second crest of the 
Red River looms, school offi-
cials have plans in place if the 
flood affects class schedules 
again.
The forecast for the second 
crest remains at 37 feet, almost 
four feet lower than the first 
crest. Though it’s unlikely 
classes would need to be can-
celed, MSUM is prepared to 
finish the semester, according 
to an e-mail sent to students 
from the president’s office this 
week.
Two scenarios exist if flood-
ing causes canceled classes.
The first scenario applies to 
a situation in which school 
days are missed, but faculty 
and student are able to return 
to campus. Students would 
then be given a letter grade 
that applied to their GPAs. 
Faculty members would need 
Advocate Staff Reports
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Outdoor Track and Field, Kansas Relays at Lawrence through 
4.18
Celebration of Nations and Unity Conference
10:30 a.m. “The U.S. Latino and Latina World War II Oral His-
tory Project: Filling in the Gaps,” Ballroom.
1:30 p.m. “Media Coverage of Latinos: We’re Not There Yet,” 
Ballroom
6 p.m. Celebration of Unity, CMU
7:30 p.m. Jazz Ensemble, Weld
7:30 p.m. Percussion Ensemble Concert, Gaede Theatre
2:30 p.m. Honors Convocation, CMU
4:00 p.m. Band Concert, Glasrud Auditorium
Student Academic Conference, CMU
Outdoor Track and Field (Men), Macalester Twilight at St. Paul
Outdoor Track and Field, Drake Relays at Des Moines, Iowa 
through April 25
Outdoor Track and Field, Al Cassel Relays at Jamestown, N.D.
The
apH
       Thursday, April 16, 2009
Celebrations 
combine due to flood
The Unity Conference and 
Celebration of Nations will be 
a combined celebration today.
The events are free and open 
to the public.
Dr. Maggie Rivas-Rodriquez 
will be speaking at 10:30 a.m. 
and 1:30 p.m. in the ballroom. 
The Celebration of Nations 
will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. 




sion ensemble will present 
“Percussion + 1: Works for 
Percussion and Soloists.” 
The performance begins 
at 7:30 p.m. Friday in Gaede 
Theatre.  
Geo club hosts flood 
discussion panel
The Geo club would like 
to invite everyone to a flood 
discussion panel. 
The discussion starts at 7 
p.m. on Wednesday in King 
110. 
There will be refreshments 
and treats before and after the 
discussion.  
Powwow to be held 
Saturday at NDSU
The Tri-College universities 
are sponsoring the Woodlands-
High Plains Powwow. 
Grand entry is at 1 p.m. and 
7 p.m. Saturday in NDSU’s 
Bison Sports Arena. 
Students, children 5 and 
younger and seniors 55 and 
older get in free. 
Ages 6 to 18 are $2, 19 to 54 
are $3. 






There will be a resume 
workshop for non-teaching 
majors from 5 to 6:30 p.m. 
April 30 in CMU 208. 
Final exam dates 
changed for make-up
May 8, 11, 12 and 13 will fol-
low their normal finals sched-
ule. The finals that were to be 
held May 7 will be May 14. 
Commencement will be at the 
scheduled time on May 15.
Grades will be due May 22, 
but instructors of graduating 
seniors who have licensure 
issues will be asked to provide 
grades by May 20 for those 
students. 
The Records Office will con-
tact faculty who need to pro-
vide these grades.
Although final exams are 
scheduled three hours apart, 
they usually last two hours 
with a one-hour break in 
between. Due to the loss of 
days, faculty may wish to “run 
over” up to a half hour into 
the break time to make room 
for additional instruction.
Ceramic guild sale
The ceramic guilds’ annual 
spring sale is from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday 
in the north entrance of the 
CA. 
Juried student art 
exhibition extended
The MSUM Juried Student 
Art Exhibition has been 
extended to Wednesday, with 
a reception from 4 to 6 p.m. 
today in the Center for the 
Arts. 
The awards ceremony 
begins at 4:45 p.m.
MSUM offering grant- 
writing bootcamp
MSUM is offering a grant-
writing bootcamp that runs 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. May 18 
to 22 in MacLean 166.
The course can be taken for 
noncredit at a cost of $295 plus 
cost of text or for three under-
graduate or graduate credits 
at regular tuition rates.  
Senior film projects 
to be shown in Weld 
There will be a film event 
displaying students’ final film 
projects. 
The event will be held April 
30 and May 1 in Weld. 
HoDo hosts poetry 
readings in April 
The Hotel Donaldson will 
host readings by regional 
authors for the month of April 
in celebration of National 
Poetry Month.
Heidi Czerwiec will read at 
7 p.m. on Friday.
Elizabeth Harris and Marco 
Candida will read at 7 p.m. on 
April 24. 
These authors will read 
from published or soon-to-
be-published works including 
poetry, fiction, non-fiction and 
translation. 
MnSCU schools offer 
summer camps 
There are summer camps 
available for K-12 students that 
are offered at Minnesota State 
Colleges and Universities. 
To find out which col-
leges are offering what kind 
of camps visit tinyurl.com/
d7zxle. 
Presenting “When 
the Bird Takes Flight”
The NDSU Little Country 
Theatre presents “When the 
Bird Takes Flight.”
Show times are 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday to Saturday and 2 
p.m. Sunday.
The event will run from 
April 29 to May 3 in Welsh 
Studio Theatre in Askanase 
Hall. 
Tickets are $12 for adults, 
$10 for seniors, NDSU fac-
ulty/staff/alumni, $8 for non-
NDSU students and $5 for 
NDSU students. 
All adult tickets are $10 on 
opening night only.  
The fine arts box office can 
be reached at 231-7969, ndsu.
fine.arts@ndsu.edu, or Music 
Education Room 115. 
More information can be 




Due to the flood the theater 
production of “The Producers” 
has been postponed to June 9 
to 12. 
There will be five musicals 
this season.
“The Producers” June 9 to 
12 in Hansen Theatre.
“Back to the `80s” June 16 
to 19 and 23 to 26 in Gaede 
Stage.
“The Full Monty” July 7 to 
10 in Hansen Theatre.
“Swing” July 14 to 17 in 
Gaede Stage. 





National Book Awards origi-
nally rescheduled for April 22 
to 23 have now been resched-
uled for the fall. No exact dates 
have been released yet. 
Register for flood 
disaster relief 
Residents of Clay, Norman, 
Traverse and Wilkin counties 
who sustained damage dur-
ing the recent severe storms 
and flooding are urged to con-
tact the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency at 800-
621-3362 or online at www.
disasterassistance.gov.
Even if you have already 
filled out a damage report 
form with the state, county 
emergency managers or vol-




Concordia College will pres-
ent a concert by the Percussion 
Ensemble and Marimba choir 
at 2 p.m. Saturday in Memorial 
Auditorium. 
The concert is free and open 
to the public. 
NEED hosts Earth 
Day event on Slab
NEED is hosting Earth Day 
with food, bands, vendors and 
more. 
The event is from 2 to 6 
p.m. in the Slab, outside of 
Holmquist. 
It is free and open to the 
public.  
Let’s talk about sex! 
The Advocate has teamed up with Hendrix to answer students’ questions about 
sex. 
Submit questions to advocate@mnstate.edu 
or slide it under the door of CMU 110. 
Minnesota State University Moorhead
Box 130 Moorhead, MN 56563
Located on the lower floor of Comstock Memorial Union 
Room 110





The Advocate is published weekly during the academic year, 
except during final examination and vacation periods. 
Opinions expressed in The Advocate are not necessarily 
those of the college administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the editor and your turn 
submissions. They should be typed and must include the 
writer’s name, signature, address, phone number, year in 
school or occupation and any affiliations. Letters are due by 
5 p.m. Monday and can be sent to MSUM Box 130, dropped 
off at The Advocate office in CMU Room 110 or e-mailed 
to us at advocate@mnstate.edu. The Advocate reserves the 
right to edit letters and refuse publication of letters omitting 
requested information. It does not guarantee the publication 
of any letter. 
“Aren’t you going to ask me why I’m in the men’s 
bathroom?”
The Advocate is prepared for publication by Minnesota 
State University Moorhead students and is printed by Davon 
Press, West Fargo, N.D.
Copyright 2009, The Advocate.
The Advocate is always looking for talented writers, photog-
raphers, columnists and illustrators. Meetings are held at 4 
p.m. every Monday in CMU 110. 




Ben Sailer Assistant Editor
Chris Erickson Opinion Editor
Miranda Synstelien Features Editor
Mark Keller Arts and Entertainment Editor
Tim Stulken Sports Editor
Chris Huber Photo Editor
Leslie Wood Copy Editor
Liz Johanson Copy Editor
Tarver Mathison Copy Editor
Alicia Strnad Copy Editor 
Megan Nitschke Copy Editor 
Kelly Brown Advertising Manager
Dustin Brick Business Manager
Julie Barry Distribution Manager
Columnists: Heath Butrum, Michael Johnson, Liz Johanson, 
Chris Erickson, Jenny Hilleren, Bethany Hill, Ben Sailer.
Reporters: Devin Berglund, Maxwell Heesch,  Erica An-
derson, Allison Hesford, Cassandra Miller, Ryan Fliginger, 
Nichole Seitz, Ross Torgerson, Matt Hopper, Taaren Haak, 
Matt Leingang, Ashley Hoeck, Lillie Lambert, Jenny 
Hilleren, Kimberly Ehrlich, Adam Heidebrink, Logan Gross-
man, Brianna Brickweg, John Hansen
Photographers: Taaren Haak, Jared Winmill, Sayward Honer, 
Chris Franz, Jesse Trelstad  
Illustrators: John Berdahl, Chris Fried
        The Advocate
Advocate meetings 
4 p.m. Mondays in 
CMU 110
The Advocate would like to 
invite any interested students 
to their weekly meetings in 
The Advocate office. Pick up 
an application today and ap-
ply to be a sports writer, staff 
writer, cartoonist or photogra-
pher. Photographers meetings 
are at 4:30 p.m.
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Club aims to help students fit in
Johnson Barn 
Dances
9pm - 1am / (701) 967-8912 / 2 miles North of Arthur, ND on HI.81
Barn Available for Rent - Wedding Dances or Parties




Student Association, which 
started up again this year, 
aims to find and help stu-
dents on campus who don’t 
exactly fit into the student 
“norm.”
Non-traditional students 
make up about 20 percent 
of the campus population, 
and include students who 
are older than average, sin-
gle parents, full-time work-
ers, financially independent 
or those seeking their second 
degree. 
Although you can’t always 
tell by look-
ing, these stu-
dents are all 
around, and 
some of them 
have a harder 
time than oth-
ers fitting into 
the “college 
scene.”
“We provide a social outlet 
for the non-traditional student 
because they have a hard time 
integrating, so we provide a 
social club for them, “ said 
Kevin Bauer, sophomore and 
president of the club.
Some have problems regis-
tering or finding information 
on the Internet, and in com-
ing to the club, they get help 
with these things.
“They usually just work 
and go to school; they don’t 
get to interact,” Bauer said. 
“Anyone would agree that 
would be bad for mental 
health. It’s not easy to be in 
classes with people younger 
than you.”
“MSUM is a working-
class college, so a lot of older 
people who want to change 
careers come here. 
“MSUM should market the 










S t u d e n t s 
in the club come together to 
participate in social outings, 
usually twice a month. 
The aim of the club is not 
to complicate events, but to 
provide simple, easy and fun 
ways for people who don’t 
always have time. 
They try to make sure 
that those who join or show 
interest feel comfortable and 
are given opportunities to 
meet new people and make 
friends.  
“We all work enough, we’re 
just here to have fun; it’s an 
outlet,” Bauer said. “We wel-
come traditional students as 
well.”
For more information or 
how to become involved, go 
to www.mnstate.edu/non-
trad, email the organization 
at nontrad_msum@hotmail.
com or the president at bau-
erke@mnstate.edu. 
The Non-Traditional 
Student Association accepts 




With a second crest of the 
Red River approaching, it is 
hard for sophomore Tamara 
Wagner to think about any-
thing else. Wagner was one 
of the many 
Moorhead res-
idents evacu-
ated before the 
Red reached its 
first crest.
“The manag-
er of my apart-
ment building 
knocked on 
my door and told me I had 
one hour to leave,” Wagner 
said. “It was probably one of 
the most panicked things I’ve 
seen.”
Unsuccessfully fight-
ing back the tears, Wagner 
only packed the necessities. 
Everything else was moved to 
higher ground as she hoped 
for the best. 
“You really find out that 
material things don’t matter,” 
Wagner said.
After dropping her pets off 
at two different shelters that 
were set up to hold pets for 
evacuees, Wagner stayed with 
her sister for a few days. She 
then took a room in a local 
hotel until she was able to 
return to her apartment.
Her homecoming wasn’t 
as sweet as she thought it 
would be. When she arrived, 
the sights and smells of sewer 
back-up welcomed her. She 
was forced to stay in the hotel 
for another night so her apart-
ment could air 
out from clean-
ing fumes.
“I am getting 
ready again 
and looking for 
a new place,” 
Wagner said.
This time 
a r o u n d , 
Wagner hopes Moorhead 
receives more media cover-
age.
“The flood was hardly get-
ting covered on the Moorhead 
side,” Wagner said. “I think 
the media was really lack-
ing on covering Moorhead. 
People need to remember our 
side too.”  
The second crest, which 
was predicted to be 40 feet, 
now predicted to be 37 feet, is 
expected to happen sometime 
early Friday morning. 
Wagner was worried about 
the first prediction of 40 feet.
“It’s very stressful,” Wagner 
said. “I sandbagged five days 
in a row during the first crest 
with injured wrists but I knew 
it had to be done. I can’t do 
as much as I want to this time 
but I still want to help. I don’t 
think volunteers realize how 
important they are.” 
Wearing her “United We 
Sand” T-shirt, Wagner couldn’t 
help but get emotional when 
talking about how grateful she 
was to all of the volunteers 
who have helped.
“I’d throw the biggest party 
ever for the volunteers if I 
won the lottery right now,” 
Wagner said.
Something else that Wagner 
is grateful for is her teach-
ers. Wagner said that all of 
her professors have been more 
than understanding about the 
flood and are working with 
students to get things back on 
track.
If students are experienc-
ing stress, finding it hard to 
concentrate on school or want 
someone to talk to about the 
flood, there is a place on cam-
pus for students to go.
“Definitely reach out to 
friends and family. Don’t be 
afraid to ask for help. Students 
can always seek services 
from the MSUM Counseling 
Center,” said senior Ashley 
Hoeck, a psychology major.
The Counseling Center is 
located in Bridges 260.
BY NICHOLE SEITZ
Staff Writer
Seitz can be reached at 
seitzni@mnstate.edu
Going for round two
Student faces more stress, anxiety and hardship 
as Red River nears second crest of the season 
KIMBERLY EHRLICH / THE AdvOCATE
Kevin Bauer plays Wii at a Non-Traditional Student Association gathering. Bauer, the organization’s 
president, put together the event to help students who are older and don’t have time to get to know 
other students.  
Ehrlich can be reached at 
ehrlichki@mnstate.edu
 
   MSUM is a working-
class college, so a 
lot of older people 
who want to change 
careers come here.
Kevin Bauer
 President of NTSA
“
 
   It’s very stressful. I 
sandbagged for five 
days in a row during 
the first crest with 
injured wrists but I 
knew it had to be done.
Tamara Wagner
 Sophomore flood victim
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As students, we devote a large portion of our time to 
our major. 
The Student Academic Conference gives students 
a chance to show the rest of the school what we’ve 
worked toward in our time here.
Originally, classes were not going to be held Tuesday. 
However, after missing time because of the flood, 
classes are to be in session. 
Though many students are presenting, those who are 
not will no longer be able to participate in the event if 
they have class.
While it is understandable that classes need to be 
made up (we did miss two full weeks), at the very 
least, it would seem only fair to allow students time 
off to attend the presentations being given by their 
peers. 
People have worked too hard for too long, only for 
their peers to miss out. 
Supporting these such events and allowing students 
to share their skills and knowledge is a positive step 
toward increasing students’ academic potential.
Where else can students learn such a broad range of 
topics in so many different disciplines? 
The conference started small in 1998, but has grown 
exponentially. This year’s conference is set to feature 
532 students delivering 341 presentations (436 stu-
dents and 258 presentations participated last year). 
The school could stand to use it as a marketing tool to 
promote the kind of work our students do.
Displaying the work of our best and brightest would 
be an excellent way to garner the kind of attention the 
university is hoping for right now. 
If not for publicity, this conference is at least an 
opportunity for student achievement in the eyes of 
faculty, staff and their fellow peers.
Regardless of class schedules, students should take 
the time to browse some of the presentations at the 
event. 
You might learn something new or gain an interest 
in something you’ve never heard of before, all while 
supporting your peers in their endeavors. 
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The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not 
necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body. 
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and your turn submissions. They should be 
typed and must include the writer’s name, signature, 
address, phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. 
Monday and can be sent to  
MSUM Box 130, 
dropped off in The Advocate office  





























Let’s talk about sex! 
The Advocate teamed up with Hendrix Health to answer students’ 
questions about sexual issues. Inquiries are published anonymously.
Every time spring rolls 
around and people start to 
rejoice, I can’t help but get 
confused. Am I the only 
one who realizes spring is 
straight-up evil?
Think about it: The first 
thing spring does every year 
is toy with us by giving us 
four or five warm days, then 
pulls the rug from under us 
with a few spring blizzards, 
freezing us out after con-
vincing us to put away our 
hat and mittens.
When the warm finally 
does come, it doesn’t creep 
in politely. It blasts the snow-
banks with sun rays, turn-
ing streets to goop overnight 
and filling the rivers with 
dangerously high levels of 
runoff.
And we never learn. Every 
year we say, “Gosh, I don’t 
remember spring being this 
bad before.” But you know 
what? It was awful this past 
year too. And the year before 
that and the one before that. 
The spring demon just 
has a magical power to steal 
memories of the late March 
blizzard from the previous 
years.
I might be a bit biased 
against spring because, along 
with flooding, it brings with 
it one of my least favorite 
things: sunshine.
I am one of those people 
who nails blankets over win-
dows to prevent light from 
entering my home.
Bringing more light into 
the year just brings disas-
ter. The early morning sun 
blinds commuters and causes 
accidents. All those UV rays 
scorch and char us pale peo-
ple until we’ve turned into 
cancerous blobs of seared 
flesh.
Natural disasters aside, 
the seasonal devil also brings 
horrors to human life. Some 
of the worst things in my life 
have happened in spring; 
deaths of loved ones, job 
losses, personal crises and 
injuries. 
On one particularly hor-
rible spring day, my com-
puter crashed, and I lost five 
seasons of pirated “Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer” episodes. 
See what I mean? Awful 
things.
History backs me up on 
this. Spring “officially” 
starts on equinox, March 
20. 
Other things that have 
happened on 
March 20? In 
1727, Isaac 





In 1995, a sarin 
gas attack in Tokyo killed a 
dozen people and injured 
5,500 more. In 1969, John 
Lennon married Yoko Ono. 
That’s some bad juju there.
I haven’t come up with an 
effective method of fighting 
spring’s malevolence yet, 
but I’m making it a life goal. 
I’m thinking the easiest plan 
would be to win the lottery 
and then use my millions to 
create a climate-controlled 
bubble where it’s autum all 
the time.
I’m thinking 62 degrees 
and cloudy, surrounded by 
red and orange trees sounds 
like the best possible way to 
go through life. 
In any case, it would be 
well worth the cash to escape 
the foul reach of spring.
Spring brings strife
Need an escape from spring?
E-mail Strnad
at strnadal@mnstate.edu
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In recent months scientists 
were able to extract a com-
plete Neanderthal genome 
from fossil remains.
For those of you who do not 
watch the Discovery Channel 
as religiously as I do, allow me 
to give you the Cliff’s Notes 
version of a Neanderthal.
Neanderthals were a spe-
cies related to Homo sapiens 
(that’s us). They went extinct 
roughly 25,000 years ago.
With a fully intact 
Neanderthal genome, it didn’t 
take long for talks of cloning 
one came into the ethical dis-
course. 
The ethical implications of 
bringing an extinct species 
into the modern age is the 
biggest story no one is talking 
about. So on top of my list of 
activities from being a student 
and occasional opinion writer 
I would like to place another 
title: Neanderthal rights activ-
ist. 
Whether or not it is ethical 
to clone a Neanderthal is a 
debate I have not yet decid-
ed. What concerns me is the 
treatment of potential cloned 
Neanderthals and, eventually, 
their descendants.
Why do Neanderthals 
deserve human 
rights? Because, 




were members of the 
genus Homo, Latin 
for human. So at least 
they are humans in name.
There are many parallels 
between Neanderthals and 
modern humans that distin-
guish them, like us, from the 
animals.
Despite the modern mis-
conception of Neanderthals 
as unintelligent, their brain 
capacity either matched or 
exceeded our own. Artifacts 
from their sites demonstrate 
that they possessed the intel-
ligence to harness fire and 
make tools, just like us. 
It also may be possible that 
Neanderthals were fully capa-
ble of speech, perhaps even 
developing their own com-
plex language. So if they clone 
one tomorrow, you might just 
be able to strike up a conver-
sation with it. 
Perhaps what most dis-
tinguishes Neanderthals is 
that they buried their dead. 
Sites have been found with 
Neanderthal skeletons laid 
out ritualistically with various 
offerings. This is indicative of 
belief in an afterlife. 
Neanderthals may well 
have been capable of grasp-
ing abstract concepts like reli-
gion.
Perhaps the best linker 
between Neanderthals and 
modern humans is that we 
might be them. As of now 
scientists are still out on why 
Neanderthals became extinct 
but one of the going theories 
is that they may have inter-
bred with humans and now, 
their genes survive in us.
I know you might be won-
dering why I am making 
a deal about a species that 
isn’t even around anymore, 
but that’s the point. I have to 
advocate for them, because 
they sure as heck can’t do it. 
I have developed a keen avoidance 
tactic to block out the reality of my 
past collegiate fiscally irresponsible 
ways, thus resulting in insurmount-
able student loan debt:  leave the mail 
in the mailbox. 
When I open its rusty, squealing 
lid, that infamous, gleaming white 
envelope with its black, ominous let-
ters spelling “direct loans” glares up 
at me, piercing my corneas. Then, the 
fear of graduation sinks into every 
cell in my body.
I often think of myself as a fearless 
person but that courage is now being 
tested with my impending gradua-
tion. I proudly walked into the book-
store to purchase my cap and gown, 
finally feeling that sense of accom-
plishment I had so long envied in 
others.  
After the sales girl handed me my 
shiny white bookstore bag, I had an 
epiphany:  
I am full of fear.
I fear leaving the comforts of my 
humble abode, a place brimming 
with memories. I fear success. I fear 
making the wrong decision. I fear liv-
ing on ramen noodles.
Living in an oxymoronic state, I 
fear graduation and the events to 
follow. I fear never graduating and 
never accomplishing the extensive 
dreams I so often fantasize about. Yet, 
these fears can be positively powerful 
and used as a weapon for success.
I will humbly admit I have been 
in college for quite some time, never 
appreciated the opportunity and 
always assumed it was something I 
should be given. With the end of my 
college endeavors nearing, that all 
has changed. 
In my extended time at MSUM, 
I have realized more about myself 
than I have my entire life. Despite 
the underlying tones of humiliation, I 
am sharing this with fellow students 
in hopes it may help ease another 
person in his or her quest for self-dis-
covery and accomplishment. 
I have gone from being a drug-
addicted alcoholic in rehab who was 
asked to leave the university to mak-
ing the Dean’s List last semester. 
One thing I am now certain of, it will 
work out the way it is meant to, as 
long as I put in the footwork.  
 MSUM and the inspiring profes-
sors have led me to feel for the first 
time in my life, that I can accomplish 
anything. 
While there are some of you read-
ing this who may not graduate soon, 
remember, the time is now. Today is 
the first day of the rest of our lives.  
Eliminating fear 
of graduation
The end is nearing and you can 
see the light at the end of the tunnel. 
For many seniors this is the last and 
final run. A sigh of relief and accom-
plishment can be given, but there is a 
slight problem for those who might 
stick around the area for the summer. 
Remember paying that $116 per 
semester for the Wellness Center 
sophomore year, maybe the $135 for 
junior year or $140 you paid for senior 
year? This is a grand total of $782 for 
a crappy Wellness Center that never 
had enough equipment for people to 
use, so you ended up waiting in line 
to use a machine. 
The area was small and there was a 
whole whopping four televisions that 
if you had the right MP3 player with 
a radio you could tune into a certain 
station and listen to the TV. 
You could have gone to a nice gym 
and paid that kind of membership 
for an entire year with a trainer for a 
couple months. 
Now MSUM has a beautiful new 
facility for students to use that is free, 
except what they pay out of their 
tuition. Oh, and did I tell you that 
all you graduating seniors who have 
been paying for this pretty new facil-
ity, you don’t get to use it? 
You heard me right: You are gradu-
ating and are now considered alumni, 
so if you are sticking around the area 
for the summer you have to pay a fee 
of $20 a month to use it because tech-
nically you are no longer a student. It 
doesn’t really matter that you’ve been 
paying more and more every year to 
have a nice new facility with better 
and more equipment. 
This is a bunch of crap. 
As a senior myself who will be 
sticking around the area for the sum-
mer, I feel like this is a huge rip off. 
I have been payed my due to the 
Wellness Center that was supposed 
to be completed at the beginning of 
the 2008-2009 school year but ended 
up getting delayed. I should at least 
get to use the facility at no cost for the 
summer. 
This is not going to be putting 
the school into anymore hardship 
or put a burden on them financially. 
Everyone pays their fees for school 
and most students go back home for 
the summer months. 
So for those hundred or so students 
who will be graduating and sticking 
around for a couple more months this 
summer, we should have the right to 
use the new Wellness Center at no 
additional cost. 
It’s ridiculous that the school wants 
to charge us even more when we’ve 
been paying for it all along and then 
don’t even get to use it.  
If you want to contact the Wellness 
Center about this issue, send an e-
mail to wellness@mnstate.edu.























Looking for a free workout?
E-mail Synstelien
at hassemi@mnstate.edu
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Following graduate school, 
poet Kelsea Habecker began 
the process many young writ-
ers take to get published. 
With the advice of her 
instructors at Bennington (Vt.) 
College, Habecker submitted 
her Master of Fine Arts thesis, 
a manuscript of poems called 
“Hollow Out,” to several pub-
lications.
“They had always told us in 
grad school to submit, submit, 
submit,” Habecker said. “Right 
away I was getting responses. 
I was encouraged, and yet I 
wasn’t winning anything.”
Still hoping for a publisher 
to bite, she started a tedious 
reworking of the manuscript, 
toying with the number and 
order of poems. 
“The more you analyze and 
scrutinize, the more it starts 
to fall apart,” Habecker said. 
“It reached a point where it 
started to feel like a thread that 
was unraveling from playing 
with it too much.”
After putting the manuscript 
aside for a year, Habecker 
decided to pull out the original 
work of poems and submit to 
New Rivers Press through the 
Many Voices Project.
“It sounds kind of defeatist, 
but I had kind of given up,” 
Habecker said. “I had random-
ly found out about New Rivers 
Press and submitted my book 
and kind of forgot about it.”
In April 2007, Habecker 
received a voicemail from Al 
Davis, director of New Rivers 
Press, an independent pub-
lisher operating out of MSUM. 
New Rivers was going to pub-
lish “Hollow Out.”
The book then began the 
production process, includ-
ing work with a student edit-
ing team and a student book 
designer.
“I felt like I got some input 
into what I had in mind for 
the cover. The artwork that 
was designed — I love it,” 
Habecker said. 
The poems in “Hollow Out” 
center around the five years 
Habecker spent in a remote 
Inupiat Eskimo village in 
northern Alaska. The themes 
are often dark, much like the 
Arctic days, but full of hope.
“I’m highly influenced by 
landscape, but also internal 
landscape,” Habecker said. 
“I see a lot of synchronicity 
between the inner and outer 
world. When I lived in the 
Arctic, I found that the perfect 
metaphor for what was going 
on inside of me.”
Following the release of the 
book in the fall, Habecker’s 
life hasn’t changed externally. 
Internally, however, she feels 
a sense of credibility in the 
publishing world, which has 
opened doors for Habecker to 
conduct workshops for commu-
nity members in Albuquerque, 
N.M.
Habecker is finishing work 
on a prose memoir about her 
experience living in the Arctic. 
She hopes to begin the search 
for a publisher within the next 
year. And now that she’s been 
published, Habecker offers the 
same advice she got the first 
time around: don’t give up.
“It’s so easy to get bogged 
down by thinking about how 
few people get published,” 
Habecker said. “All of that can 
kind of stifle any creativity or 
inspiration. I’ve learned that I 
have to not go there. I just have 
to write for the sake of writing 
because I don’t know how not 
to.”
Habecker will speak on the 
writer’s craft at 4 p.m. April 
23 as part of the Tom McGrath 
Visiting Writers series in CMU 
101. She will read from her 
work at 8 p.m. that day in the 
same location.
The event is in conjunction 
with New Rivers Press’ 40th 
anniversary celebration, which 
will be held Wednesday at 7:30 
p.m. in Zanbroz Variety, locat-
ed in downtown Fargo. The 




Poet encourages local writers
Shaffer can be reached 
at shaffehe@mnstate.edu
“Hollow Out,” a book of poems 
by Habecker was released by 
New Rivers Press in the fall.
SuBmITTED PHOTOS
Kelsea Habecker will speak on the writer’s craft at 4 p.m. April 23 
and will read from her work at 8 p.m. the same day in Cmu 101.
JESSE TRElSTAD / THE ADvOCATE
The Simon Rowe Trio, featuring Simon Rowe, piano, from left; Alex Pershounin, bass; Allen Cart-
er, drums; Russ Peterson, saxophone; Nat Dickey, trombone; Tom Straight, trumpet; and matt 
Patnode, saxophone, play “A Tribute to Chick Corea” Friday at Studio 222 in Fargo.
Habecker to present on writers craft, urges students to not give up
And all that jazz
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“17 Again” - PG-13 
 
“Crank High Voltage” - R 
 
“State of Play” - PG-13 
 
“American Violet” - PG-13 
 
“Is Anybody There?” - PG-13 
April 20 






Gundam 2” - X360/PS3 
 
“Zeno Clash” - PC
April 21
Art Brut 






“Deeper Than Rap “
Movies MusicGames
Super Mario Galaxy
Galaxy is a great addition to 
the already epic Mario saga. 
Though the graphics are not 
vastly improved from Super 
Mario Sunshine, they’re still 
nothing to scoff at.
Game play has a higher 
learning curve than previ-
ous games, with more move-
ment options than ever before 
and the addition of a shoot-
ing mechanism, which can be 
done by a second player.
Galaxy has a similar plot to 
other Mario games: Princess 
Peach is kidnapped by 
Bowser, and Mario must get 
through a series of levels to 
recover her. Except this time, 
Mario befriends Rosalina, 
the star princess, and the 
journey takes Mario beyond 
the Mushroom Kingdom. In 
order to save Peach, Mario 
must help her power up her 
spaceship.
Using new powers such as 
Boo Mario, Bee Mario and for 
the first time in 3-D, fireball 
Mario, Galaxy brings new 
challenges and loads of fun.
Another challenge that 
makes this game slightly more 
difficult than the standard is 
the gravity changes, which 
can be dizzying at times. All 
in all, Galaxy is a nice addi-
tion, but hopefully next time 
they come up with a game 
that’s easier to maneuver.
Wii Fit 
If you’d rather take a break 
from traditional gaming to get 
a decent workout, Wii Fit is 
for you.
While not a replacement for 
going to the gym, this game 
(for lack of a better term) 
makes for an enjoyable and 
convenient exercise tool. It 
offers a wide variety of work-
out activities, including yoga, 
strength training, aerobics and 
balance training.
The visual presentation is 
kept simple but fitting, and 
the overall package is prob-
ably about as effective as any 
workout video, but more fun 
and mildly less embarrassing. 
It tracks your fitness for you 
and up to seven other people, 
and some of the mini-games 
can get competitive if you can 
get a solid crew to play regu-
larly.
One criticism, however, lies 
in the fact that the yoga exer-
cises stretch more than flex 
your muscles, and the game 
seems to stress keeping your 
balance more than doing the 
workouts properly.
However, Wii Fit remains 
an excellent way to whip your 
body into shape in between 
rounds of Mario Kart.
Mario Kart Wii
Mario Kart Wii is one of 
the best, most versatile games 
for the Wii. It’s fairly easy to 
learn, accessible and fun by 
yourself or with up to three 
other people.
With the Wii’s Wi-Fi capabil-
ity, you can choose to race with 
people from around the world. 
Solo gameplay is excellent too 
— however, it is a little frus-
trating that the unlockables are 
only accessible on solo mode.
Be sure to give the Wii steer-
ing wheel a try. It’s tough to 
get used to the slanting instead 
of the joystick, especially for 
players of past Mario Kart 
games, but if you stick with 
it, there is no doubt you will 
love it.
With all your favorite char-
acters from the Mario series, 
several brand-new levels 
and retro tracks from previ-
ous Mario Kart games, Mario 




People who have played 
Animal Crossing for 
GameCube might be disap-
pointed by the new version 
for Wii — besides the slight 
improvement in graphics and 
the ability to visit a small town, 
it’s pretty much the same.
For people who have never 
played Animal Crossing, look 
out, this game is addictive 
and fun. Animal Crossing is 
deceptively simple: You buy 
a house, make friends, deco-
rate your house, buy a bigger 
house, catch some fish, deco-
rate, catch a bug or two, buy a 
bigger house, ad nauseum.
You can also invite other 
players to your town over the 
Nintendo Wi-Fi connection. 
Typing in friend codes can be 
tedious, but other towns offer 
new experiences and a good 
way to make some money off 
of  foreign fruit. 
This game is relaxing with 
no worries about losing a life 
or beating a level. If you have 
a few extra hours on hand to 
turn off your brain and buy 
matching furniture, Animal 
Crossing is for you.
The Legend of Zelda: 
Twilight Princess
The Electronic Gaming 
Monthly 2006 Game of the 
Year is still one of the best Wii 
games to pick up today.
As Link, you set out from 
your small village to deliver 
a gift to the royal family of 
Hyrule at Castle Town. But 
when underlings of the antag-
onist Zant rampage your vil-
lage and change Link into a 
wolf, plans change.
The 50-plus hour adventure 
will take Link through differ-
ent realms across a vast world 
with more temples, gadgets, 
characters and plot twists than 
any past Zelda adventure.
The graphics, while not 
revolutionary, will still amaze, 
especially when exploring 
Hyrule’s overworld on Link’s 
horse, Epona, watching time 
pass and enjoying every detail 
along the way.
The play control leaves 
something to be desired and 
the sound from the controller 
is choppy. It will leave you 
wishing you could use your 
GameCube controller. But 
there is a Cube version of the 
game that is identical besides a 
horizontally flipped overworld 
which you can, of course, play 
on the Wii.
Twilight Princess is an excel-
lent addition to the series, per-
haps second only to Ocarina 
of Time. Anyone thirsty for a 
great adventure game to play 
in your own time (no multi-
player options) needs to give 
this epic journey a try.
Wii-views for Wii exclusives
SuBmITTED PHOTOS
“Super mario Galaxy” takes ma-
rio beyond the mushroom King-
dom with new power-ups.
more fun than a workout video, 
“Wii Fit” is worth a try, but does 
not substitute visiting a gym.
“maro Kart Wii” takes what 
made previous Karts great and 
totally redoes the play control.
ADvOCATE STAFF REPORTS
Although it doesn’t stray for 
from the original, “Animal 
Crossing” for Wii ads Wi-Fi.
“Twilight Princess” launched 
with the Wii in late 2006, but is 
still one of its best titles.
Get more Wii-comendations with 
Keller at kellerma@mnstate.edu
 Talk continues for MSUM 
in an effort to land an NCAA 
Division I hockey team. 
Intercollegiate hockey was 
offered at MSUM in the 1950s 
and ‘60s, before the sport’s 
rise to popularity throughout 
the country. 
The team played area 
opponents such as Winnipeg, 
Manitoba and St. Cloud, Minn. 
The sport was discontinued 
due to inadequate funding 
and lack of interest, as well 
as a lack of a full-time head 
coach, according to Larry 
Scott, MSUM sports informa-
tion director.
The ongoing conversations 
about the development of this 
team are the first since the dis-
continuation. However, some 
of the same problems remain.
 “The team will receive no 
money from MSUM athletics,” 
Scott said. “This makes (creat-
ing a team) doubtful; how-
ever, I have received calls from 
people willing to help with the 
financial part, which doesn’t 
happen a lot. Additionally, we 
should have no trouble find-
ing a qualified coach.”  
The Western Collegiate 
Hockey Association is con-
templating expanding from 
its current 10-team format to 
a 12-team format. Northern 
Sun Intercollegiate conference 
foe and 2009 NCAA Frozen 
Four participants Bemidji 
(Minn.) State University has 
already asked to be consid-
ered. MSUM is also consid-
ering entry into the WCHA, 
but it is in the early stages of 
creating a sound feasible 
business plan.
The community is 
going to play a major 
role in the funding and 
growth of the team. 
MSUM is in an area 
with gifted local tal-
ent and strong com-
munity support for 
hockey. 
“I feel this is 
something our stu-
dent body will rally 
around,” Scott 
said. 
With the Urban 
Plains Center 
as the projected 
home for the 
team, Scott said, 
“Hockey is the 
only sport where 
we could expect 
to get 4,000 
fans,” when 
WCHA power-
houses such as 
University of North 
Dakota and University of 
Minnesota visit Moorhead.
President Edna Symanski 
also has experience work-
ing with Division I hockey. 
She worked at WCHA mem-
ber University of Wisconsin-
Madison and the University 
of Maine, Orono, a Division I 
hockey powerhouse.
If the team is created there 
will likely be both men’s and 
women’s hockey. Title IX is 
an educational amendment 
that bans sex discrimination 
in schools. It is intended to 
create equal opportunities for 







school sex ratio. 
“We will deal with any Title 
IX issues right away,” Scott 
said.
The marketing possibilities 
are endless with an MSUM 
brand all around the upper 
Midwest, Scott said. More 
national awareness for the 
university would also be pro-
vided by the constant expo-
sure on major television sports 
programs.
“A Division I hockey team 























With three universities 
within miles of each other, 
MSUM has a chance to sep-
arate itself from the others. 
Concordia has a Division III 
hockey team.
“Even though they are 
Division I, I don’t think North 
Dakota State University will 
get hockey,” Scott said.
MSUM is still in the initial 
stages of talks but Scott said, 
“The fact that they have got-
ten this far is exciting.” 
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  $2 Beers/Drinks
4-6pm M-F
    $5 Pitchers...W/college ID
Every Thursday   7-10pm
X-O-B ** CH-N-IST
Comedian
This Sat - (18th) 8pm — No Cover!





9571 Hwy #9 S.  Downer, MN
15 miles S.E. of Moorhead on I-94




Smith can be reached 
at smithmi@mnstate.edu
MSUM mulls D-I specifics
Title IX, funding, arena among issues that need review
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Gary Harris’ first love was 
football, but he’s grown to 
appreciate tennis too. 
He likes it enough that he 
has coached Dragon teams 
— first the men for five years, 
now the women for 14 years 
— despite living 45 miles away 
in Detroit Lakes, Minn.
Harris guided the Dragons 
to a third-straight runnerup 
finish at the 2007 Northern 
Sun Intercollegiate Conference 
Championships and was hon-
ored as the NSIC Women’s 
Coach of the Year for a third 
time. 
Harris has coached foot-
ball, basketball and baseball 
at youth and high school lev-
els in Detroit Lakes, and his 
approach is the same regard-
less of the sport.
“The fundamentals are the 
only part of the game that 
matters,” Harris said. “It 
doesn’t matter what sport it 
is. Everyone can always get 
better.”
Before he pushed the fun-
damentals at practice April 7 
at Courts Plus in Fargo, Harris 
volleyed back questions served 
by The Advocate.
Q: Do you have  a job 
outside of coaching?
A: Oh yeah, there’s no 
option about that. I have my 
own business in Detroit Lakes, 
(Harris Marketing). We mar-
ket a variety of things, mostly 
in sales.
Q: What is your tennis 
background?
A: I didn’t play in high 
school. I played three years 
in college at MSUM. I went 
back as an older student, so 
I graduated in ’74. I picked it 
up late. I played high school 
baseball. I had friends that 
were playing tennis, and I got 
involved that way.
Q: How did coaching 
come about?
A: I’ve always had an inter-
est in it. When my (four) kids 
were young, I got involved in 
youth football and basketball 
and baseball, so I coached all 
of those things. My first love 
was football, but in Detroit 
Lakes, you couldn’t coach if 
you weren’t employed by the 
school district. (I coached the) 
high school boys’ and girls’ 
tennis teams — they were 
harder up. I got out of the high 
school scene about five years 
ago. I was doing both (MSUM 
and Detroit Lakes).
Q: What is your best 
coaching experience with 
the Dragons?
A: We’ve never won the 
conference since I’ve been 
here, but we finished sec-
ond three years in a row a 
few years ago. They added 
four new teams this year, 
and they’re all strong ten-
nis programs, so we’re just 
scrambling. We were fourth 
last year, and those teams are 
better than we are, so were 
probably looking at about the 
eighth spot.
Q: What’s your favorite 
part of the job?
A: I really enjoy the match-
es, to see if what we’ve been 
working on can be put into 
practice.
Q: What’s your favorite 
sports book?
A: A book by Brad Gilbert, 
(“Winning Ugly — Mental 
Warfare in Tennis”).
Q: What do you do for 
fun?
A: I spend a fair amount of 
time with my kids. I’ve got a 
son who has a resort (on Lake 
Winnibigoshish, Minn.), and I 
spend summers out there on 
weekends. I used to be active 
playing tennis and basketball. 
Golf is too frustrating. So I do 
a lot of walking. 
Q: What tennis player 
do you point to who sets a 
good example?
A: In today’s game, it’s 
probably Roger Federer. Prior 
to him, Pete Sampras and 
Andre Agassi. They played 
hard, played to win. There 
weren’t a lot of dramatics and 
theatrics.&  QA




Veteran coach pushes fundamentals
Gary Harris leads Dragon tennis team against loaded conference
JOHN HANSEN / THE AdvOCATE
Freshman Kathryn Neubauer returns a ball as dragons head tennis coach Gary Harris oversees prac-
tice April 7 at Courts Plus in Fargo. Harris said he spends a lot of time teaching volleying skills.
This is the sixth in a 
weekly series profiling 
Dragon coaches.
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Welcome back students after your heroic flood-fighting effort! Thank you for your time and hard work!
The raging Red River sidetracked summer planning and registration, but it’s time to think about Summer Semester NOW
(May 18-July 24).
APRIL 28 is the deadline for canceling classes with fewer than 14 enrolled students. If 
you plan to take a summer course, you must register now in order to be sure your class 
won’t be canceled. 
Register by April 28 for Summer Semester!
Sign up online: www.mnstate.edu/home/NEWREG.HTM
Dean uses blog to inform about grad studies
MSUM’s graduate stud-
ies program is using a new 
online tool to recruit students: 
a blog. 
Richard Adler, dean of 
graduate studies, first start-
ed the blog in August. He 
wanted to get information 
to current graduate students 
as well as stu-




ate school is 
small,” Adler 




 The dean’s blog is essen-
tially a forum where Adler 
posts information about the 
programs, requirements for 
graduation, admission and 
new polices. 
There is also virtual advis-
ing, information about sum-
mer registration and the 
graduate studies open house. 
“Many students are busy 
and it’s a way to keep them 
up-to-date on what’s happen-
ing,” Adler said. 
With students spending 
much of their time on the 
Internet, he thought it was 
the best way to get points and 
information across.
“We can send information 
out on a list-serv,” Adler said, 
“but it’s a way of not intrud-
ing everyone’s mailboxes.”
Although people are read-
ing the blog, not much feed-
back has been given. 
Adler hopes 
that the blog 
will catch on 
and receive 
more feedback 




to know what 
students want 
to see,” Adler said, “and I am 
ready to answer any ques-
tions.”  
The blog receives multiple 
views daily and is updated at 
least once or twice a month, 
unless there is important 
information. 
“If there’s something more 
people want to know about, I 
would update it on a weekly 
basis,” Adler said. 
Right now, the main focus 
on the blog is about the grad-
uate studies open house. 
Along with refreshments, 
the advisory board and some 
program coordinators will be 
there ready to answer ques-
tions. 
The open house is from 
10:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. today 
in Owens 215.   
“I’d be happy to help peo-
ple figure out their gradu-
ate school thoughts, even if 




George can be reached 
at georgean@mnstate.edu
BEN sAilER / ThE AdvOcATE
dean of graduate studies Richard Adler says the graduate studies blog is intended to keep graduate 
students informed about pertinent issues. 
 
   I’d be happy to 
help people figure 
out their graduate 
school thoughts, 
even if they aren’t 
going here.
Richard Adler
 Dean of graduate studies  
“
The graduate dean’s 
blog can be found at:
www.mnstate.edu/
graduate and clicking 
on “Dean’s Blog”
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605 12th St N, Mhd – *duplex 
w/2 kitchens. 6 bdrm,* hardwood 
floors, central air, dishwasher, 
washer/dryer. Available June 1st, 
$1440+utilities. 701-298-8104
1220 14th St N, Mhd – 4 bdrm, 1 
bath, attached garage, hardwood 
floors, central air, dishwasher, 
washer/dryer, fenced brick 
patio area. Available June 1st. 
$950+utilities. 701-298-8104.
Apartment for rent. Large 4 BR, 
2 bath, duplex. 1/2 block from 
MSUM. Heat/water paid. $1,000/
month. Avail. June 1st. Contact 
701.238.0081
For Rent. Large 3 bedroom house 
303 14th Street South, Fargo, 
l 1/2 baths, fireplace, screen 
porch, sun porch, garage, washer 
dryer, nice yard, utilities paid. 
$1,350. Furnished or not. Avail-




You have options! Free 
pregnancy testing, limited 




 Luv of Dog Rescue needs foster 
and forever families for many dogs 
who have been rescued from area 
pounds.Volunteer 
opportunities are also available. 
701-205-0190.  
www.4luvofdog.com
Confused by all the churches out 
there? Are you looking for the truth 
that will set you free? Come check 
out the church of Christ. The Moor-
head church of Christ meets at: 
123 21st St. S. Our meeting times 
are: Sun 10:00 AM & 6:00 PM, 
Wed at 7:00 PM. For more info call
291-1992.
For Rent
Need to build your resume? Want 
a chance to network with potential 
employers? If you are a motivated 
young professional or student age 
18 to 30 who wants to make the 
community and the world a better 
place and have fun doing it, then 
come join us at Rotaract!  We are 
an international Rotary affiliated 
community service group with over 
7,000 clubs in over 150 countries.   
At Rotaract you will have the oppor-
tunity to build skills that employers 
desire and work side by side with 
local business leaders from all walks 
of life. Visit our website at www.
fmrotaract.net for more information.  
Email us at:  fmrotaract@gmail.com 
or call (218) 790-1904 (ask Shawn 
about Rotaract).
APARTMENTS FOR RENT. Sum-
mer or school year ’09-’10. One, 
two, three & four bedrooms. 1 to 
4 people. Most with heat paid. 
Also, efficiency and roommates. 
Located between campuses and 
North of campus. 218-236-1143 or 
www.fmcharterrentals.com. 
4+BR/2BA/1GA/1700 SqFt, 
1614 18th St S, South of MSUM, 
$1075/mo.
3BR/2BA/1GA/1767 SqFt, 1224 
6th Ave S, across from Lommen 
Hall, $1075/mo.
Leave name, email, phone for 
more info.  Garrick & Mary Larson, 
gzlarson@702com.net
(218)287-1047
Apply in person at: 
2829 S. University Drive, Fargo 
 www.pcifargo.com
EOE
VARIETY OF FLEXIBLE SHIFTS, CASUAL WORK ENVIRONMENT 
PAID TRAINING
Hiring Immediately!
P/T & F/T TELESALES - $9/HR BASE PAY EARNING UP 
TO $12/HR! 
$1.4 million per year to keep 
Dragon hockey going strong.
“The commitments I have 
are not signed,” Peters said. 
“But I’ve had people say, ‘We 
are going to give you a sig-
nificant amount of money to 
make this happen. We are not 
sure how much.’ I think we 
have people interested who 
have the financial capability 
to fund this at the $10 million 
level.”
The athletic department has 
talked with more than 20 pro-
spective donors in the past six 
weeks. Szymanski has been 
adamant that hockey will not 
be funded by MnSCU; MSUM 
professors face layoffs at the 
end of this semester due to 
the budget crunch.
“I said if there’s no state 
money and a large amount of 
donor money, yeah, go ahead 
and explore it,” Szymanski 
said, who has been impressed 
by the hockey buzz around 
town. “I can’t understand 
why there is no Division I 
hockey team here.”
Essentially, the Dragons 
will need to join the WCHA 
before they commit to hock-
ey. Peters left open a small 
window to consider the 
Central Collegiate Hockey 
Association, but he said start-
ing as an independent is not 
an option.
“Being in the regional 
community, from my time at 
Bemidji State, and watching 
NDSU make the transition to 
Division I, you do not start an 
elite program without confer-
ence affiliation,” Peters said.
The WCHA — which 
includes NSIC schools 
Minnesota-Duluth, St. Cloud 
(Minn.) State and Minnesota 
State-Mankato — is consider-
ing expanding from 10 to 12 
teams. 
Bemidji State, currently 
without a conference, is in 
the application process and 
the WCHA will either accept 
or reject the Beavers later 
this month. The BSU presi-
dent has said the program 
will fold if the WCHA doesn’t 
accept them. If that happens, 
the Dragons’ bid for a team 
would likely end.
If the WCHA adds Bemidji 
State, Peters believes MSUM 
is the perfect fit as the 12th 
team.
“Quite frankly, I think we’re 
the best option the WCHA 
has for a variety of reasons,” 
Peters said.
MSUM is the only school 
in the geographic footprint of 
the WCHA making a strong 
push to be the 12th team. 
Although the WCHA rejected 
MSUM’s request to make a 
presentation at their spring 
meetings in Florida, Peters 
feels good about his talks 
with WCHA commissioner 
Bruce McLeod.
“All I can say is he has 
returned my calls in a timely 
manner (and) he’s made posi-
tive comments to the press 
that (adding MSUM is) not 
outside of the realm of pos-
sibility,” Peters said. “The 
WCHA doesn’t have a great 
answer right now. They want 
to make sure they look at all 
possibilities.”
The NCAA has a morato-
rium on Division I expansion 
through June 2011, but Peters 
said, “Rules are made to be 
appealed.” 
He believes an exception 
might be made for hockey.
“Ice hockey is a niche sport 
and there are only 58 Division 
I teams in the country,” he 
said. “More Division I hock-
ey programs have folded in 
the last three years than have 
been added, but it’s also a 
highly successful sport within 
those niches. It’s my opinion 
that the NCAA would be at 
least interested in lifting that 
moratorium to enhance the 
student-athlete experience.”
If the Dragons join the 
WCHA, the program will 
fund 18 scholarships for 
both the men’s and women’s 
teams, as per league rules. 
The team would play home 
games at the Urban Plains 
Center in Fargo. Peters men-
tioned Dean Blais, head coach 
of the U. S. Hockey League’s 
Fargo Force, as a coaching 
candidate.
to condense class material.
“Faculty would work with 
students to ensure their learn-
ing is not compromised,” 
according to the e-mail.
If classes were unable to 
resume, students would earn 
a “passing under extraordi-
nary circumstances” grade in 
this semester’s classes. The 
classes would count toward 
graduation but not toward 
students’ GPA. Students who 
earn a “PE” grade could earn 
a letter grade if they retake 
the class next semester for no 
charge.
“We are confident that we 
will complete the semester 
and students will receive the 
usual letter grades,” accord-
ing the president’s office.
The Fargo-Moorhead area 
is preparing for an increase 
in water levels. According 
to the e-mail, contingency 
dikes have been built in the 
city, and existing ones have 
been reinforced where need-
ed. However, even with the 
forecast for rain later in the 
week, it’s currently looking 
as though school will remain 
in session for the rest of the 
semester.
Student concerns related 
to missed classes during the 
flooding crisis should be 
directed toward the appro-
priate department. Questions 
about assignments, grades 
and final exams should be 
taken to your adviser. If you 
have concerns related to 
graduation, please speak to 
the Records office. 
The president’s office 
would also like to let students 
know their efforts in the flood 
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Students back from Bemidji
Around MSUM during the 
flood alerts, a lot of students 
residing in on-campus hous-
ing were unsure of where to 
evacuate. 
As the evacuation notice was 
sent out to all of the students, 
these students were relieved to 
hear that the housing office had 
made arrangements for them 
to move to Bemidji (Minn.) 
State University.
President Edna Szymanski 
and Bemidji State president 
John Quistgaard were in con-
tact over a period of time, 
discussing how Bemidji State 
might be of assistance to its 
sister institution.
Freshman Sailesh Shrestha 
said, “It was really scary when 
I found out that I had no place 
to go to. MSUM showed its 
generosity by taking all the stu-
dents like us to a safer place.” 
The efforts of the people 
in Bemidji State made the 
MSUM students feel at home. 
Students say they were also 
surprised when they were all 
given computer system IDs 
and gym passes and were 
told that they were free to use 
these facilities in the univer-
sity. They were also invited to 
various school functions. 
Many in the university 
were concerned about the 
flood in the Fargo-Moorhead 
area, and they sympathized 
with people going through 
rough times. 
“Our parents and other 
dear ones who were worried 
about us being in such a cha-
otic condition were very glad 
to see us in a safe place,” 
sophomore Bibhusha Karki 
said. 
“I felt relieved for having a 
safer place to go to although 
the situations were uncer-
tain,” she said.  
She also said that it was the 
university taking care of all 
the arrangement and they had 
no reasons to worry about the 
new changes taking place. 
Along with these two stu-
dents who went to Bemidji 
State during the flood alerts, 
many of the other students 
who were with them say that 
they are thankful MSUM orga-
nized a place for them to stay 
and was thoughtful toward 
them. They also thanked 
Bemidji State for making their 
guests and feel at home in the 
state of such flood disaster 
taking place.
up all of the mud in the entry-
ways.”
Even though there are some 
things not in place, students 
are not hesitant to visit and 
explore the building.
As opposed to the old 
Wellness Center, this one 
includes two weight rooms, 
two full-sized basketball/vol-
leyball courts, several group 
fitness rooms and a cardio 
room with different kinds 
of machines. They also offer 
personal training programs, 
a masseuse and eventually a 
nutrition specialist.
Another thing that has been 
popular among students is the 
group fitness classes.  
Classes include cycling, 
yoga, boot camp, Zumba, men 
at work and hip-hop. Full class 
lists and schedules are avail-
able at the Wellness Center. 
“We’ve been having people 
sign up for classes in advance 
because they fill up so quickly 
and that way we have an idea 
of what kind of numbers to 
expect,” Parmer said. 
Besides offering the obvi-
ous benefits of any gym, the 
Dragon Wellness Center has 
other opportunities for stu-
dents.  
Junior Traci Pesta is one stu-
dent employee who made the 
transfer from the old build-
ing.
“I love seeing people who 
come in motivated to work 
out.  They’re excited and have 
positive attitudes.  It puts me 
in a good mood,” Pesta said.
“We plan on setting up 
internships for exercise sci-
ence students,” Parmer said.
Wellness, FronT
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